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Studying aboard in Japan, a decision has shaped my life.

Japan Atomic Energy Agency

Hai Pham

In 2010, after the completion of my bachelor’s program, I decided to get out of my
comfort zone and go to Japan. Since then, my life has been truly transformed beyond
anything I could have ever imagined. Iam Hai Pham, from Vietnam. In 2016, [ earned my
Engineering Doctorate in Materials Science at Nagaoka University of Technology. Since
2017, I have been working for Japan Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA) as a postdoctoral
researcher. Looking back at the past decade, all of the fortunes Japan has offered me, |
cannot find any word to express my gratitude. In this article, [ would like to share my journey
and my life in Japan. Hopefully, it will show my appreciation and how thankful I am.

Journey to Japan

My journey full of joy and excitement to Japan began in October 2010. During the
last semester of my bachelor’s course, I was offered a scholarship to join an exchange
program (JENESY'S program) hosted at Nagaoka University of Technology (NUT). During
one year at NUT, I joined a research lab focusing on fabrication and characterization of
various engineering materials. Under the study course, I was given many opportunities to
participate in a variety of activities to learn the custom and culture, as well as to gain academic
knowledge and research skills. Being a foreigner for the first time, I have seen and
experienced many differences in culture, working etiquette and lifestyle between Japan and
my country of origin. These experiences have positively changed the way I work and live.
After one year full of immense challenges and growth, I returned to my home country and

told myself that I will come back to Japan for doctoral course.

Japan as my second home

Japan, at first it was a foreign land to me, but now it is my second home. It offered me
not only a place for education but also a home for my family. In early 2013, I came back to

Japan and enrolled doctoral course in Materials Science at NUT. Being an international
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student in Japan, I had the advantage over other students to apply for scholarships. As a
result, I was awarded a scholarship from Kyoritsu International Foundation. At the same
time, my study at NUT was partially received financial support under Advanced Low Carbon
Technology Research and Development program thanks to the support of Japanese
government for green technologies. Without those supports, my journey of pursuing
doctoral degree would be much tougher than it was. Japan is also the place where I met the
love of my life. Being living here in Japan for several years, we have together shared many
beautiful and unforgettable moments, experiences and trips in Japan. As we have the same
love for nature, we greatly appreciate the care of Japanese people for preserving a lot
beautiful and scenic spots awaiting us to explore. With all the love for Japan, its culture and
nature, we decided to get married and settled our family life here, right after I obtained my
doctoral degree.

First brick of my career foundation

Working as a postdoctoral researcher at JAEA has given me a great opportunity to
develop my own research career. During my education time at NUT, my research was
focusing on fabrication and characterization of various metals/ceramics composites for high
temperature applications. With the experiences and skills that I have developed during the
university time, [ got strong interests on an open call for postdoctoral position at JAEA
regarding research on severe accident progression behavior of Fukushima Daiichi NNP
accident. Under the postdoc position at JAEA, I was granted a discretionary work that
allowed me to conduct researches under different approaches. The first approach of my
research was to investigate the interactions between control blade, channel box and fuel
cladding under severe accident conditions. In second approach, my work focused on study
of oxidation behavior at high temperatures for various materials candidates as accident
tolerant fuel claddings. With the current approaches of my studies, I hope I can somehow
contribute to further understanding the accident happened at Fukushima Daiichi NNP, as

well as safety improvement of current and next generation nuclear reactors.

I see life as a journey made of decisions and experiences that help to shape who I am.
Studying aboard in Japan was a decision which I could have never imagined that would lead
me to the journey it has been. Japan gave me more than just academic training and a degree,

it gave me a new home.



Photo of me and my wife during her visit at my
workplace on CLADS open-day

Hai Pham
Simulation Test Technology Development Group, Accident Progression Evaluation Division

Collaborative Laboratories for Advanced Decommissioning Science
Japan Atomic Energy Agency
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